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tude exceeding G miles, and fell about 60 miles southeast of 
Strassburg, where i t  was found the next day. Unfortunately 
the shock caused by the breaking loose of the balloon stopped 
the clocks of the thermographs and prevented records of tem- 
perature from being obtained. 

An official account of this Conference mill be published in 
the French ancl German languages, together with the special 
reports prepared Ly the experts. - 

THE EIGHTH G E N E R A L  MEETING OF THE GERMAN 
METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

BY A. LlWRENCE ROTCE. 

The triennial nieetiiig of this society, which mas h ~ l d  at  
Frankfort on the Main this year between April 11 and 16, was 
attended by about t\\ enty-five meinhers. In tlir al)seiicr ( ~ i  
the preeident, Prof. Dr. von Bezold, the vice-presiilent, Prof. 
Dr. Neuniayer, director of the Deutsohe Seewart(,, presided, 
and delivered an address on tlie progress of nletPOrOllJCyf 
during the past twenty-five years. in which he arlvocatrtl 
antarctic exploration as a means of advancing nieteorolt g y  
and terrestrial magnetism. Prof. Hergesell sunimarizetl tht! 
proceedings of the recent International Aeronautical Con- 
ference a t  8trassl)nrg ; Dr. Bergholz, of Bremen, spoke on the 
form of meteorological am~na l s  and advocated the form 
adopted by the Potsdam Olmrvatory ; Mr. Polis, of Ais-la- 
Chapelle, discussed the circulation in areus of high and low 
pressure; Prof. Dr. Biirnstein, of Berlin, with the aid of a 
model ehowing the monthly and daily periods, tlescriI1cd the 
temperature conditions of that  city, remarking that the ni~an 
of the daily extremes differed only 0.035" C. from the niwu 
of the twenty-four hours; and Dr. 1,. Meyer, of Stnttgart, 
spoke on the daily changes of clourliiieas in Holic~nheiiii. 
I)r. Erk, of Munich, discussed the nioveiiieiits of the air i n  
cyclones, as exemplified in Bavaria : Prof. Dr. Helliiiaiin, o f  
Berlin, recommended a t  secondary stations exposing thP ther- 
mometers with 110 screens outside of tht. windon s, but this n as 
dissented from by other speakers : Prof. Hergesell deucrihed 
a sensitive recording iiietallic thermometer, conptructed by 
M. Teissereiic de Bort. Dr. Iinippiiig, now i n  charge of oceail 
meteorology a t  the Deutsche 8eewarte a t  Hambnrg, prol)osed 
a more extensive publication of extracts from ships' logs, 
which should help to equalize the much greater :mount of 
data published for the land;  and Prof. Max Mijller, of Bruns- 
wick, discussed the relation of the pressure distrilmtion to 
the horizontal temperature differences and friction. Prof. 
Dr. Sprung, of the Potsdarn Observatory, descrilwd two of 
his new instruments; one was for taking, automatically and 
simultaneously, a t  two stations a series of photographs (Jf 
clouds, in order to determine their height; the other WIS a 
rain and snow gauge, which weighed the precipitation ant1 
recorded it on the principle of his balance Imograph. Prof. 
Dr. van Bebher, of Hamburg, in  an analysis of the duration 
of sunshine in North America, stated that the nniount 
of sunshine increases rapidly toward the south, aa in Europe, 
and reaches amaximum i n  Arizona. Like E~irope, the nioun- 
tains receive the most morning snnehiue, but, unlike EuroI'e, 
the annual masimum in America occurs in the north in July 
and in the south in June. The speaker inferred that the 
characteristics of the northern ancl southern people are to 
be attributed to climatic conditions, and especially to the du- 
ration of sunshine. Prof. Dr. Neumayer exhibited charts of 
terrestrial magnetism and pointed out where observations 
were desired ; Dr. Gerstmann, of Berlin, said that the impor- 
tance to  fruit growers of being able to predict frosts a t  night 
demaadrd that suitable dew-point tables be prepared. 

No reports of the proceedings were published, except in 
the newspapers, but .it is probable that  many of the papers 
will appear in the Meteorologische Zeitschrift. Prof. Dr. 

Neumayer, having resigned his position as vice-president of 
the Society, which he lielped to create in 18233, was chosen 
an honorary member. The sanie honor was couferred on 
General Rykatclieff, director of the Physical Central Ohservn- 
tory a t  St. Petrrsburg. The following nieteorologists were 
elected corresponding inenil~ers of the society : Padsen, of 
Copenhagen ; Snellen: of Utrecht ; von Konkoly, of Buda- 
pest; Hrpites, of Bucharest; Rotch, of Boston ; Pernter, of 
I'ieiinix ; Sapper, of C+uateiiiala ; :~nd Lancaster, of Brussels. 

CLIMATIC D A T A  BEARING UPON THE CULTURE OF 
THE DATE PALM. 

By A. J .  HENIK, Chief of Diviqion. 

RIr. Alfrrd A. \Trhwler, of 1230 .Jackson street, $an Fran- 
cisco, C h l . ,  writes to the Chief o f  Weather Bureau, under 
tlati. of Rl;iy 30, ls9S, requestiiig certain climatic data for 
Arizoiia for use in a com~~ara t ive  stndg of the clilllates 
aclaptrd to the culture of the date palm. Mr. Wheeler states, 
:iniong other things, that- 

It  is not suficient for date culture that one should know the mini- 
ii1uiii tem1)eratnre of any nionth. The facts of importance we:  (1) the 
uiiniiiirim, (3 )  the mean of minimn, ( 3 )  the tinirs o f  teinl1eratnres at 
X 0  or below. This record for the six niontlis froin Nurc~ni lwr  I to May 
1 gives a. Night Frust Tal)le that is all sulficient; for ererylmly k n o ~ * s  
tlirre is no clur:ition CJf low temperature lasting into daytime in the 
1 1 0 1  ticultural 1JRt ts o f  eitlier California or southern Arizona. Siniilarly, 
from ~ : t y  1 to Nuveinber 1, the ronverse recurd, giring the coefiicieiit 
of Iient, is wli:xt the tlate grower will require, viz, ( 1 )  the niasimuni, 
c2j the mean of iii;ixini:%, (3) the times of temperature n t  N J 0  or above. 
The chte Iilciiinis in Arixons and C':ilifornia from April 15 to May 15, 
accur~ling tlJ he:isc)ii ani1 locxlity, and this Hent T:rl)le woul~l cover its 
wliole perioil from lilooming to ripening. As date culture is on the 
verge of bucoiuing:ln industry in Arizona and ('difornin, both of these 
tnliles woulcl Ibe of  great value there; niid tlie utility of the frost table 
woul~l  apldy eclnallv tu Floriila, since there, as in California, the grow- 
ing of citrus fruits is the object of an est:tbIishecl commerce. I hope 
tlir Weather Bureau will agree with me that it is important to tabulate 
chintic  facts ftir regions like Califurnirt, Arizona, alii1 FkJrida, different 
from those wliich are of interest elsewhere, where the forms of liorti- 
culture are tleterminecl by other conditions. 

The information collected for Mr. Wheeler is published 
herewith for the h i e f i t  of readers of the REVIEW. 
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